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Chapter 08.25 - RABIES CONTROL* 


Editor's note— 

Serial No. 2009-12(d), § 2, adopted October 12, 2009, effective November 12, 2009, amended Title 8, in its entirety. See also the Code Comparative Table. 

08.25.010 - Immunization for rabies.
08.25.015 - Impoundment or euthanasia of animals.
08.25.020 - Rabies certificate; contents.
08.25.030 - Reporting animal bites and surrender of animal.
08.25.040 - Quarantine of animals.
08.25.050 - Handling rabies cases.
08.25.060 - Disposition of rabid animals.
08.25.070 - Areawide quarantine.
08.25.010 - Immunization for rabies.

(a)

No person shall own, keep or harbor a dog, cat, or ferret within the City and Borough unless the dog, cat, or ferret has received a rabies vaccination, administered by or under the direct supervision of a licensed veterinarian, in accordance with the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Compendium of Animal Rabies Prevention and Control, 2000, as amended from time to time. 

(b)

Any dog, cat, or ferret not vaccinated in compliance with this section may be confiscated and either vaccinated or euthanized. Owners of confiscated animals are subject to payment of costs of confiscation, boarding, and vaccination, as well as the pertinent fines set out at section 03.30.054. 

(c)

Rabies vaccination requirements will not apply to wildlife, Canidae hybrids, and other animal hybrids unless and until a rabies vaccine is licensed for these animals. The City and Borough shall defer to the state and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Compendium of Animal Rabies Prevention and Control, 2000, on rabies vaccination issues concerning animals other than dogs, cats, and ferrets. 

(Serial No. 2009-12(d), § 2, 10-12-2009)

08.25.015 - Impoundment or euthanasia of animals.

The following standards shall be used for impounding or euthanizing animals that may be rabid: 

(a)

A dog, cat, or ferret vaccinated in accordance with section 08.25.010 that bites a person or domestic animal must be placed under observation for ten days, except that a clinically ill or stray animal that does so may be euthanized immediately and submitted to the State Division of Public Health in the Department of Health and Social Services or to a laboratory designated by it for rabies testing. 

(b)

A dog, cat, or ferret not vaccinated in accordance with section 08.25.010 that bites a person or domestic animal may be quarantined immediately, and at the discretion of a licensed veterinarian, euthanized and submitted to the Division of Public Health in the Alaska Department of Health and Social Services, or to a laboratory designated by it, for rabies testing. 

(c)

A bat or a free-ranging carnivorous wild animal that bites a person must be euthanized immediately and submitted to the Division of Public Health in the Alaska Department of Health and Social Services or to a laboratory designated by it for rabies testing. 

(d)

An unvaccinated dog, cat, or ferret, bitten by a known or suspected rabid animal may be euthanized immediately. A "known rabid animal" means an animal that has tested positive for the rabies virus. If the bitten animal has a current rabies vaccination, as defined in the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Compendium of Animal Rabies Prevention and Control, 2000, as amended from time to time, the bitten animal must be revaccinated immediately and confined a minimum of 30 days at a location to be determined by the director of animal control. 

(e)

A prior rabies vaccination of an animal does not preclude the necessity for euthanasia and testing if the period of virus shedding is unknown for that species. 

(Serial No. 2009-12(d), § 2, 10-12-2009)

08.25.020 - Rabies certificate; contents.

(a)

The rabies vaccination certificate, form #51, developed by the National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians, Inc. (NASPHV) and available from the Division of Public Health in the Alaska Department of Health and Social Services is adopted as the only valid rabies vaccination certificate. 

(b)

Each rabies vaccination certificate shall contain the following information:

(1)

Full name and address of the animal's keeper;

(2)

Age, sex, breed, color and name of the dog, cat or ferret;

(3)

Date of immunization;

(4)

Type and effective duration of the immunization;

(5)

Full name and signature of the licensed veterinarian issuing the certificate; and

(6)

All other information required by NASPHV form #51.

(c)

The owner or keeper of a dog, cat, or ferret receiving a rabies vaccination shall be provided an anodized aluminum rabies tag no less than 0.064 inches in thickness and distinguishable in shape and color from animal license tags in accordance with the provisions of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention, Compendium of Animal Rabies Prevention and Control, 2000. 

(d)

No person shall use, attempt to use or allow the use of, a rabies certificate for dog, cat or ferret other than the dog, cat or ferret for which the certificate was issued. 

(Serial No. 2009-12(d), § 2, 10-12-2009)

08.25.030 - Reporting animal bites and surrender of animal.

The keeper of any animal which bites a human being or any domestic animal or livestock shall report such occurrence to an animal control officer or enforcement agent as soon as the occurrence becomes known to the keeper, and shall provide such further information as may be requested. The keeper may be required to surrender the animal to the animal control officer or enforcement agent. 

(Serial No. 2009-12(d), § 2, 10-12-2009)

08.25.040 - Quarantine of animals.

(a)

Except as provided in subsection (b) of this section, any animal that bites a human being or a domestic animal and which does not have a valid rabies certificate shall be quarantined for a period of not less than ten days. At the discretion of the director of animal control, the quarantine location may be on the premises of the keeper, or at the animal shelter or a veterinary hospital at the expense of the keeper. The animal may be reclaimed by the keeper if determined to be free of rabies upon payment of any expenses incurred for the quarantine, unless the domestic animal has been classified as potentially dangerous or dangerous and has been ordered quarantined pending a hearing on its classification as provided in section 08.30.020(d), or has been classified as dangerous and ordered destroyed as provided in section 08.30.110. 

(b)

Any police dog which bites a human being shall be promptly reported to the chief of police or the chief's designee who shall investigate the incident, make a written report, and direct that the dog be referred for examination by a licensed veterinarian and remain in service under the observation of its handler or be quarantined pursuant to this section, as appropriate. 

(c)

Any animal under quarantine found to be at large or capable of coming into contact with other animals, shall be surrendered to and shall be impounded by an animal control officer or enforcement agent. 

(Serial No. 2009-12(d), § 2, 10-12-2009)

08.25.050 - Handling rabies cases.

(a)

All persons shall report to an animal control officer or enforcement agent any suspected or positively diagnosed occurrence of rabies as soon as such occurrence becomes known to the person. 

(b)

No person shall kill any suspected or confirmed rabid animal except with the prior written consent of the director of animal control or in defense of a human being or other animal, or to prevent the escape of the suspected or confirmed rabid animal. 

(c)

Only an animal control officer or person authorized by an animal control officer may remove the carcass of any suspected or confirmed rabid animal from the location where the animal was killed or found. 

(Serial No. 2009-12(d), § 2, 10-12-2009)

08.25.060 - Disposition of rabid animals.

(a)

Any animal under quarantine which is suspected of being rabid by a licensed veterinarian shall be immediately destroyed and disposed of in accordance with state law. 

(b)

Any animal under quarantine suspected by a licensed veterinarian as being rabid, which dies while under quarantine, or the carcass of any dead animal exposed or suspected as having been exposed to rabies, shall be disposed of in accordance with state law. 

(Serial No. 2009-12(d), § 2, 10-12-2009)

08.25.070 - Areawide quarantine.

When there has been a positive diagnosis of rabies within the City and Borough, the manager or the manager's designee may declare an areawide quarantine for such period of time as determined necessary. During the period of areawide quarantine, every keeper shall confine his or her animal within the premises of the keeper and shall not transport, take, or remove his or her animal from the City and Borough without the prior written consent of the director of animal control. 

(Serial No. 2009-12(d), § 2, 10-12-2009)

